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Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

Saturday, 7:00 a.m.
GRACE AND TRUTH: KNOWING THE FULLNESS OF JESUS
3. “ Christ:  The Empowerer of Life!”                   
Scripture:   John 5:2-18; 10:1-10                                                      
Theme:  “The avenue to living life to its fullest comes through living life in Christ’s power.                    
Introduction

What does it mean to believe that Jesus is the Messiah the Son of God and what does life have to do with believing in His name? (John 20:30, 31).  These are the questions we are seeking to answer in our study of John’s gospel.  In his writing, the Apostle John has selected seven miracles of Jesus’ “signs” and seven statements of self identity in which Jesus uses “I AM”, the O.T. name of God, and then applies them in a variety of ways to Himself—as to who He is.
In this third sign—miracle, Jesus heals an impotent man who has been lame for thirty eight years.  This event takes place in Jerusalem at a pool called  Bethesda, meaning “house of mercy”, located adjacent to the “sheep gate.”  This gate was a door through which the sacrificial animals were brought into the temple.

As you read the text, notice the type of people who were present, at the pool of Bethesda, as well as, the hope to which they cling.  In this context, Jesus speaks to this lame, crippled man.  What a pitiable picture!   But, once again, you must ask yourself, “Why did John choose this miracle as his third “sign”? (John 20;30-31). Also was Jesus being cruel by asking the man if he “wanted to be healed” ? What does this event reveal about who is Jesus?    
In the second scripture  of our study, (in John 10:1-10,) you’ll notice that Jesus referred to himself as “the door…the door of the sheep.” (John 10:7,9).  Reflect on the meaning of the word: “door”.  Once again, why would Jesus refer to Himself in this way?  How might the sheep gate in John 5:1, influence our interpretation?

In the last section of this lesson we’ll tie the two scriptures together, by reflecting on the hope and healing that Jesus brought to a hopeless and impotent person.  Viewed as the door of the sheep—we see Jesus as God’s avenue (the gate) through which hopeless, hurting people can experience God’s abundant life.  (John 10:10).  There are people all around us, limping along in life, many of whom have given up and now live with their excuses.  But God’s avenue for hope and for the power to walk again in life comes through a door, Jesus Christ.  We all need God’s forgiveness and grace.   But the question Jesus asked the cripple, is addressed too everyone:  “Do you want to be healed?” It’s a question that still haunts us!
I.  THE PICTURE OF HELPLESS HUMANITY  (John 5: 1-18)
1.   Where does this miracle take place and what was the occasion? John 5:1-2   
· What is the “sheep gate: and what is its function?  Nehemiah 3:1
· What is the meaning of Bethesda?
2.   Describe the scene around this pool and what gave people hope for being there?  John 5:3-4.
3.    In the midst of this multitude of people, whom does Jesus see…how is he described and why do you suppose Jesus asked him if he wanted to be healed?  5:5,6
· If the miracle was the third “sign” in John’s gospel, what possible meaning might the years of this man’s illness have in John’s purpose for choosing it?  (Deut. 2:1-14)
· How might Jesus’ question to the man be used by John as a reflection of Numbers 13:25-14:3?

4.       From the invalid’s perspective what was his basic problem?   John 5:7       

·    As you reflect on the cripple’s response to Jesus, how can this be a description of many people today?
5.      What did Jesus finally instruct the man to do and with what results?  John 5:8,9                     
· How did the object of hope shift for this cripple: From what to what?   
· For him to walk, what two characteristic of life must be exercised?                  
6.     On what day did this “sign” take place and what important principle did this story demonstrate here?  John 5:9-11;    Ex. 20:8-11
· What opposition does the healed man run into?

· What authority did the healed man place above Jewish law?
7.      To what statement of Jesus did the Jewish leader’s object?  John 5:15-18
II. THE PROMISED ACCESS TO WHOLENESS          John 10:1-10
Thus far in the “I AM’s” of Jesus, Jesus has identified himself not only to be the Source of life and the Way of life, but in this scripture He claims to be the Door that gives access to the power of God’s Life.  The man at the pool had life, but it was not abundant.  He was impotent—unable to walk.  Through the presence of Jesus came the power to arise and walk. Jesus empowered him not only to believe and have hope, but to walk…to live again.   What the world needs is not more teaching but more power to perform; not more advice but a new life.  Jesus is the door to that life of wholeness.  

1.    To whom was Jesus speaking in John 9:34-41 and what is the immediate occasion of His address?  John 9:34-41                        
2.    In this parable, what do the following represent?                                                                     
· The Sheepfold (10:1)
· The Door (10:1,2)   
· The Shepherd (10:3,4)
· The Stranger (10:5)
3.   What effect did Jesus’ words have on his audience?  (10:7)                                         
At this point, Jesus was rebuking the Pharisees for their unlawful conduct and contrasted Himself with the Pharisees as being the True Shepherd.  He further described the character of the Good Shepherd in 10:11-18.  But He first identifies himself as the “Door of the sheep.” 10:7-10  
4.   In the Old Testament how were sinful people permitted to enter into the presence of a Holy God?                   Lev. 16:15-17, 33-34                                                                         
· What is Jesus’ intention by declaring that He is the “door” of the sheep?  John 10:7-9; see also         Acts 4:12; Eph 1:18; Eph. 3: 10-12
· What are some ways that many secular people claim to have access to a right relationship with God?

5.    Why did Jesus label the Pharisees as thieves and robbers?  Luke 11:52; Matt. 23:13

       6.    What promise did Jesus give to those who come to God through Him?  John 10:10, See also Rom. 8:14-17; Phil. 4:4-9
III. THE POWER THAT CHANGES HELPLESSNESS INTO WHOLENESS

In this section we want to combine the miracle-sign, that reflects the power of the grace of God in Christ, with the truth in Jesus as the great “I Am”
1.   How is John’s portrait of the invalid man a picture of Judaism of that time?                                                                
· How long had the lame man been crippled and how might this be interpreted in light of Deut. 2:14?
2.    Reflect once again on the scene around the pool.  What hope did these sick people cling to and how did Jesus shift the object of hope?
· How is the scene a reflection of our society today with its many religions, philosophies and superstitions?
3.     With what key question did Jesus address the lame man and how is that question the key to discovering true “abundant life” in Christ? 
4.    In what way can we compare the “sheep gate” in John 5 with Jesus’ claim to be the “door of the sheep” in John 10?          
5.    How does Jesus give people—who want to be healed—the power to live life abundantly?
6.  If Jesus is the Door to an abundant life, how is He the Door to a fulfilled life?...to a new self –image?...to forgiveness?...to purpose?
7.   What about you, do you see yourself as spiritually impotent?  Are you just limping along in life? Are you making excuses and blaming others?  Or living in joyful abundance?
CONCLUSION
In this third “sign” miracle and “I AM” of Jesus, we see Jesus bringing helpless, impotent people out of their infirmity, as the door of salvation through him into abundant life.  This empowering of the powerless, pictures for us the nature of true faith in Jesus.  Faith is not the mere acceptance of some superstition or religious teaching.  It is trusting and obeying a person:  trusting Jesus to be the door to God’s presence and obeying Him to live with God’s blessings and power.   Indeed, Jesus is the Empowerer of life.  Are you limping or living in God’s power?
